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To  the  Rural  District  Council  of 
the  Hartlepool  Union. 


Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Report  for  the  year  1907. 

The  health  of  the  district  has  been  satisfactory.  There 
has  been  little  preventable  disease,  and  the  zymotic  death- 
rate  has  been  very  low,  namely,  *045. 

POPULATION. 

I don’t  estimate  any  increase  in  the  population  of  the 
district,  but  the  increase  in  the  number  of  inmates  in  the 
Workhouse  has  been  considerable. 

Estimated  population  middle  of  1907  : — 


Males 1,220 

Females  1,135 

2,355 

750  in  Workhouse 
Total 3,105 


Area  in  Acres,  17,384. 

Rateable  Value,  £27,676. 

There  are  6*02  Acres  to  each  inhabitant. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  456. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5*15. 

DEATH-RATE. 

The  following  deaths  were  registered,  viz  : — 


Enteric  Fever  1 

Tubercular  Disease  ...  1 

Cancer  ...  ...  l 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  4 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  3 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  8 

Senility  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cerebral  Degeneration  ...  2 

Hepatic  Disease  ...  ...  1 

Rheumatism  ...  ...  1 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT— Continued. 


Total  34  deaths,  giving  a death-rate  of  144  per  1000,  per 
annum.  The  rate  for  the  last  10  years  was  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

1907 

34 

144 

1906 

31 

1301 

1905 

24 

832 

1904 

32 

13  1 

1903 

35 

150 

1902 

30 

130 

1901 

24 

832 

1900 

40 

1634 

1899 

38 

1511 

1898 

31 

1233 

The  rate  gives  little  idea  of  the  mortality  of  the  district, 

as  out  of  34  deaths  the  extraordinary 

proportion  of  8 were 

from  accidents,  and  4 from  premature  birth,  babies  who  died 

within  48  hours  from 

the  time  of  their  birth.  If  these  two 

causes  were  excluded  the  rate  would  be  reduced  to  the  very 
low  mortality  of  8 per  thousand  per  annum. 

The  rate  among  children  under  1 

year  old  was  112  per 

thousand  births  registered. 

Deaths  among 

children  under  1 

year  old  for  past  10 

years  : — 

No  of  Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

1907 

5 

112 

1906 

7 

109 

1905 

2 

54 

1904 

4 

69 

1903 

6 

115 

1902 

3 

65 

1901 

6 

115 

1900 

...  12 

204 

1899 

9 

173 

1898 

6 

80 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT— Continued. 


Deaths  at  different  ages  for  past  ten  years  : — 


1907  1906  1905  1904  1903  1902  1901  1900  1899  1898 


Under  1 year  5 7 2 

From  1 to  5 years  2 2 1 

From  5 to  15  years  2 2 1 

From  15  to  25  years  2 0 0 

From  25  to  65  years  13  9 12 

From  65  upwards  10  11  8 

34  31  24 


4 

6 

3 

6 

12 

9 

6 

3 

6 

2 

3 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15 

11 

11 

4 

15 

7 

11 

9 

10 

14 

10 

7 

19 

11 

32 

35 

30 

24 

40 

38 

31 

BIRTH-RATE. 


44  births  were  registered,  giving  a rate  of  185  per 
thousand  per  annum. 


The  number  of  births  and  rate  for  the  past  10  years  was 


as  follows  : — 


1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 


No. 

44 

64 
37 

45 

65 

46 
52 
59 
52 
75 


Kate. 

185 
268 
160 
20-87 
29  1 
200 
18  03 
23.12 
2068 
250 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

One  case  of  enteric  fever  and  1 case  of  scarlet  fever 
were  the  only  infectious  diseases  reported  during  the  year. 

The  case  of  enteric  fever  was  contracted  abroad,  and 
unfortunately  fatal. 

Measles  were  very  prevalent  in  all  parts  of  the  district 
during  the  Spring  months,  and  the  Schools  of  Hart  and 
Elwick  Hall  were  closed  for  a period  of  3 weeks.  The 
epidemic,  however,  was  of  a mild  type.  There  were  no 
deaths 
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DEATHS  FROM  THE  EIGHT  CHIEF  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

1907  1906  1905  1904  1903  1902  1901  1900  1899  1898 


Small-pox  ...  — — — — — — — — — — 

Measles  ...  — — 1 — — — — — — — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  — 1 — — 1 — — 1 — — 

Diphtheria  amD 

Membranous  >-  — — — — — 1 — — — — 

Croup  J 

Whooping  Cough  — — — — — — 2 — 1 1 

Typhoid  Fever  1 — 1—  — — — — — 1 

Diarrhoea  ...  — 2 — 1 — 12  — 3 1 

1 3 2 1 1 2 4 1 4 3 


DRAINAGE. 

The  drainage  of  the  district  has  been  satisfactory,  with 
the  exception  of  Greatham,  where  the  main  drain  requires 
constant  attention  to  keep  it  in  a satisfactory  stale.  It  has, 
however,  been  much  improved  during  the  year  by  building  a 
manhole  and  fixing  a ventilator.  A flushing  van,  owned  by 
the  Council,  would  be  a great  acquisition,  and  would  keep 
the  sewer  in  a much  cleaner  condition  during  the  Summer 
months. 

WATER. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  has  had  every  con- 
sideration, and  samples  from  various  parts  have  been  analysed 
and  dealt  with.  On  the  whole  they  have  been  found 
satisfactory. 

DAIRIES. 

The  Milk  Farms  in  the  district  have  been  casually 
visited  and  systematically  inspected  during  the  year,  and  I am 
glad  to  be  able  to  report  a general  improvement  in  their 
condition. 

Structural  alterations  are  required  in  some  of  the  cow- 
houses, and  notice  has  been  sent  to  the  owners  to  carry  them 
out.  On  the  whole,  owners  have  been  found  willing  to  meet 
the  suggestions  of  your  surveyor  and  myself. 


6 


ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT— Continukd. 


The  general  improvement  found  I ascribe  chiefly  to  the 
frequent  visits  of  your  surveyor. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Two  houses  in  Greatham  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 

Several  midden  privies  and  yards  were  found  in  an 
unsanitary  condition.  Notice  was  sent  to  the  owners,  and 
the  defects  have  been  remedied. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

54  inspections  have  been  made,  the  defects  found  were 
few,  and  were  remedied  in  response  to  notices,  verbal  and 
written,  given  to  the  occupiers. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  G.  AINSLEY,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT— Continued. 


TO  THE 

HARTLEPOOL  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  1907. 


Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  26  informal  and  8 formal  notices  have  been 
sent  out  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  and  description  of  the 
various  nuisances  which  have  received  attention  : 

NATURE  OF  NUISANCE. 

No.  of  Cases. 

2 Dwelling-houses,  foul  condition. 

1 Defective  Slaughter-house  and  Buildings. 

5 „ Ashpits  and  Privies. 

4 Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure. 

4 Defective  Drainage  to  Houses. 

2 „ Yard  Paving. 

1 Animals  Improperly  Kept. 

4 Defective  Cowsheds. 

3 Cowshed  requiring  Limewashing,  &c. 

The  whole  of  the  above  have  been  remedied  in  response  to 
the  notices  sent  out  or  other  action  of  the  Inspector. 

Six  sets  of  plans  for  new  buildings  have  been  passed  by  the 
Council  during  the  year. 

Two  dwelling-houses  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation, 
at  Greatham. 
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There  is  an  improvement  in  the  Greatham  sewerage  outfall, 
it  having  being  carried  further  down  the  stream  (300  yards)  into 
tidal  water.  During  the  year  there  has  been  a manhole  built  and 
ventilator  fixed.  I would  again  remind  you  of  the  necessity  of 
having  a flushing  van  and  water  van  combined,  at  Greatham,  so 
that  the  sewer  may  be  more  frequently  flushed  during  the  summer 
months.  At  present  you  hire  one  from  the  West  Hartlepool  Corpor- 
ation which  costs  5/-  per  day,  and  often  when  the  sewer  requires 
flushing,  the  Corporation  are  using  the  flushing  van,  and  the  work 
sometimes  has  to  be  put  off  for  a month  or  so. 

Two  schools  in  the  district  have  been  disinfected  after  an 
outbreak  of  measles,  and  two  houses  have  been  disinfected  after 
infectious  disease. 

The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  of  the  district  are,  for  the  most 
part,  satisfactorily  kept. 

The  Factories  and  Workshops  are  all  in  a proper  sanitary 
condition. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  BURTON,  Junr., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT.  — Continued. 


NOTICE. 

HARTLEPOOL  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

On  the  termination  of  the  Case  of  Sickness  the  Occupier  or  other 
person  in  charge  of  the  premises  is  requested  to  obtain  the  Signature  of 
the  Medical  Attendant  to  the  following  certificate,  and  forward  it  to  the 
Sanitary  Officer,  when  the  disinfector  will  attend  without  delay. 


To  the  Rural  Sanitary  Inspector , West  Hartlepool . 

Dear  Sir, 

3 hereby  Certify  that  the  Premises,  Bedding,  &c,  of 

at  No are  now  ready  for  final  Disinfection 

after 

(Signature  of  ) 

the  Medical  > 

Attendant).  ) 

Dated  this day  of 1 


NOTICE. 

HARTLEPOOL  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


INSTRUCTION  FOR  PREVENTING  THE  SPREAD  OF  SCARLET 
FEVER,  TYPHOID  FEVER,  SMALLPOX,  AND  OTHER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


To  Mr. 


of. 


It  having  been  reported  to  the  Hartlepool  Rural  District  Council  that 

a case  of has  occurred  on  the  premises  occupied 

ny  you.  at  the  above  address. 


10 
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1.  Separate  the  sick  person  from  the  rest  of  the  family,  and  remove 
curtain  and  other  unnecessary  woollen  or  linen  articles,  and  send  information 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

2.  Admit  fresh  air  by  opening  the  upper  window  sash.  Keep  the  fire- 
place and  chimneys  open,  using  a fire  when  possible.  Allow  air  to  pass 
freely  through  the  house  by  means  of  open  windows  and  doors. 

3.  Hang  up  a sheet  outside  the  door  of  the  sick  room,  and  keep  it  wet 
with  a quarter  pint  of  carbolic  acid  (No.  4),  or  a pound  of  chloride  of  lime 
mixed  in  a gallon  of  water. 

4.  Receive  all  discharges  from  the  patient  into  a solution  of  carbolic 

acid.  Add  carbolic  acid  plentifully  to  the  discharges  before  emptying  them 

into  the  closet. 

5.  Pour  daily  into  every  sink,  closet,  or  privy,  a quantity  of  the  above- 
named  disinfectant. 

6.  All  cups,  glasses,  spoons,  <fcc.,  used  by  the  patient  should  be  first 
washed  in  a solution  of  carbolic  acid  of  sanitas,  and  afterwards  in  boiling 
water. 

7.  No  articles  of  food  should  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  room. 

8.  All  bed  and  body  linen  used  by  the  sick  person  should  be  at  once 

steeped,  for  a few  hours,  in  any  of  the  above-mentioned  solutions,  and  after- 
wards BOILED  in  water. 

9.  Instead  of  handkerchiefs,  small  pieces  of  rag  should  be  used,  and 
these  should  be  burnt  when  soiled. 

10.  Persons  attending  on  the  sick  should  have  garments  made  of  cotton 
or  other  washable  material.  Woollen  dresses  should  not  be  worn.  The 
attendants  should  wash  their  hands  after  waiting  upon  the  sick  person,  using 
carbolic  soap. 

11.  The  sick  room  must  on  no  account  be  visited  by  others  than  those 
in  immediate  attendance  on  the  sick,  as  visitors  are  very  liable  to  carry  away 
infection. 

12.  When  recovering,  and  while  the  body  of  the  patient  is  peeling* 
camphorated  or  carbolised  oil  should  be  rubbed  over  the  sick  person  every 
day.  The  sick  person  must  not  be  allowed  to  mix  with  the  rest  of  the  family 
until  the  peeling  has  entirely  ceased. 
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13.  When  the  sickness  has  terminated,  the  sick  room  should  be  cleansed 
and  information  sent  to  the  Health  Office,  when  an  inspector  will  attend  and 
thoroughly  fumigate  the  place,  and  disinfect  all  clothing  that  has  been  in  use 
in  the  sick  room.  Afterwards  the  room  should  be  freely  ventilated,  and  the 
ceiling  lime-washed,  the  paper  stripped  from  the  walls,  and  burned ; if  the 
walls  have  been  previously  lime-washed,  the  lime-washing  should  be  repeated  ; 
and  the  furniture  and  all  the  wood-work  washed  with  soap  and  water,  con- 
taining a little  chloride  of  lime.  All  bedding  and  articles  that  can  not  be 
washed  should  be  disinfected  at  the  Corporation  Disinfectant  Chamber. 
Until  this  process  of  disinfection  is  properly  carried  out,  the  room  cannot  be 
safely  occupied. 

14.  Children  must  on  no  account  be  allowed  to  attend  school  from  a 
house  in  which  there  is  infectious  disease. 


15.  In  case  of  death,  the  body  should  not  be  removed  from  the  room, 
except  for  burial,  unless  taken  to  a mortuary,  nor  should  any  article  be 
taken  from  it  until  disinfected,  as  directed  in  rule  13.  The  body  should  be 
quickly  put  into  a coffin,  with  25>s.  of  carbolic  acid  powder.  The  coffin 
should  be  fastened  down  and  the  body  buried  without  delay. 

N.B.— Carbolic  Acid  and  other  disinfectants  may  be  bought  of 
my  Druggist,  or  may  be  had  gratis  at  the  Office  of  the  Sanitary 
inspector,  Municipal  Buildings,  by  those  who  cannot  afford  to  buy 
them. 


PENALTIES. 

Attention  is  particularly  directed  to  the  following  Provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  in  reference  to  “Infectious  Diseases.* 

1.  The  owner  or  occupier  may  be  required  to  cleanse  and  disinfect  any 
nouse  or  room,  and  the  articles  in  it  likely  to  retain  infection — where  infec- 
tious diseases  have  existed — under  a penalty  not  exceeding  10/-  a day  for 
neglect. 

2.  If  any  person  suffering  from  any  dangerous  infectious  disorder  shall 
enter  a cab  or  other  public  conveyance,  without  informing  the  driver  thereof 
that  he  is  so  suffering,  shall  be  liable  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  £5. 
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3.  Any  person  suffering  from  any  dangerous  infectious  disorder  — such  as 
fever,  scarlet  fever,  smallpox,  &c.  — who  exposes  himself  in  any  street,  school, 
church,  chapel,  theatre,  or  other  public  place,  or  in  any  omnibus  or  other 
public  conveyance,  and  any  person  in  charge  of  one  so  suffering,  who  so 
exposes  the  sufferer,  shall  be  liable  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  <£5. 

4.  Any  person  who,  without  previous  disinfection,  gives,  lends,  sells, 
moves  to  another  place,  or  exposes  any  bedding,  clothing,  rags,  or  other 
things  which  have  been  exposed  to  infection,  becomes  liable  to  a penalty 
not  exceeding  £5. 

5.  Any  person  who  lets  a house,  room,  or  part  of  a house,  in  which  there 
has  been  infectious  disease,  without  having  such  house  or  room,  and  all 
articles  therein  liable  to  infection,  disinfected,  is  liable  to  a penalty  not 
exceeding  £20. 

6.  If  any  person  who  lets  or  shows  for  hire  any  house  or  part  of  a house, 
makes  any  false  statement  as  to  the  fact  of  there  being  in  such  house,  or 
having  within  six  weeks  previously  been  therein,  any  person  suffering  from 
an  infectious  disease,  such  person  answering  falsely  shall  be  liable  to  im- 
prisonment, with  or  without  hard  labour,  or  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  £20. 

T.  G.  AINSLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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